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[ Abstract ]

Atherosclerosis (AS) is the main pathobiologic basis of coronary heart disease, cerebral infarction, peripheral

vascular disease and so on, which is badly threating the human’s life and health. Structural and functional changes of vascular

smooth muscle cells (VSMCs) are closely correlated with the occurrence and development of AS, may promote the plaque formation

and increase the instability of plaque. Discussion on relationship between vascular smooth muscle cell and atherosclerosis is with

a great deal of enlightenment for effective prevention and treatment of AS. This paper mainly reviewed the origin, phenotypic

transformation, foam cell, apoptosis and calcification of the VSMCs with AS, to provide a reference for clinicians.
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